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relates to a spinal fixation apparatus for use in surgical
procedures for correcting spinal injuries or diseases, or for
stabilizing vertebrae to facilitate fusion of adjacent vertebrae.
An instrument for holding vertebrae in an upright or near
upright position while a graft bone material is inserted between
the vertebrae is described in commonly assigned U.S. Pat. No.
4,879,992. A device which is typically anchored by vertebral
bone screws or vertebral bone pins and which is coupled to a
spinal rod in order to stabilize the vertebrae, to prevent
movement of the vertebrae and/or to retain the vertebrae in an
upright position while fusion takes place between adjacent
vertebrae is described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,129,388. The device of
this invention improves on the design of the device described in
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this patent by providing a means for connecting a rigid member
to the spinal rod which enables the rod to be positioned
adjacent to the vertebrae without requiring any human skill in
the use of the rod.
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