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the head of port operations, mustafa
khalil, who was in charge of the logistic
operations at the port, said he was not

aware of ammonium nitrate inside hangar
12 before the explosion. he said that the
port was just operating according to the
orders it was given. [336] according to a
new york times report, a french official

said that the explosion was not as big as
it was reported to be. [338] however, an

explosives expert who was interviewed by
the new york times said that ammonium
nitrate is a highly combustible substance,
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and is typically used in the production of
fertilizers. [339] he said that the

detonation of ammonium nitrate could
cause the release of ammonia gas, which
would have increased the severity of the
explosion. [340] the french experts said

that the explosion would have resulted in
a force of at least 4,600 tonnes, [341]

while the french experts, who were
commissioned by the state prosecutor to
investigate the explosion, said that it was
at least 11,000 tonnes. [342] the report

released by the french prosecutor in april
2018, after the explosion, said that the
force of the blast was 19,000 tonnes.

[343] in the final report, the experts said
that the explosion was more severe than
previously reported, estimating that the
explosion was at least 18,000 tonnes.
[344] in a report on its website, the

french prosecutor said that in the final
report, the experts found that there were
several anomalies. [346] according to the
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prosecutor, it was found that the
explosion was not as big as it was initially

reported to be. [347]
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in a press conference on august 6, 2020,
then-general security director abbas

ibrahim confirmed that the ammonium
nitrate had been removed from hangar 12
and explained that the warehouse at the
port was filled with ammonium nitrate.

[337] he said that the ammonium nitrate
had been removed to be used in the

construction of a new port building, which
he said would open in early 2021. [338]

ibrahim said that when he became aware
of the ammonium nitrate on the rhosus
and found out that it was still there, he
communicated with general security via

email and asked them to provide him with
information regarding the ammonium
nitrate, what it was and what was its
volume. [339] he said that general

security informed him that the
ammonium nitrate was a hazardous
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material but that it was not included in
the port general security report regarding

the rhosus. [340] in a statement to
human rights watch on july 29, 2020,
major general abbas ibrahim said that

when he received the report of the port
officials regarding the ammonium nitrate

in hangar 12 from general security, he
ordered that the ammonium nitrate be
removed from hangar 12. [341] he said

that once general security did remove the
ammonium nitrate from hangar 12, he

had a meeting with naddaf and the port
director. [342] hussein al-khabaz and the
chairman of the executive council, prime

minister hassan diab, urged the trade
ministry to act immediately to take the

necessary steps to reopen the port to sea
traffic. [85] the trade ministry ordered all

ports be closed to prevent any illegal
goods from entering the country, but this

was subsequently rescinded after the
minister of public works, ali hassan khalil,
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said the port would reopen to ships at the
end of february and all cargo would be

unloaded by march 25, 2014. [86] at the
end of february, however, the port again

closed, citing the need to assess the
situation. [87] 5ec8ef588b
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