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Prisoner in Napoleon's Pen Sylvio Pellico was born in Milan, Italy in
1810. His family was of the Tuscany aristocracy but later moved to
Milan. He went to university and there met the future Gen.
Napoleon Bonaparte. Pellico, a dashing young soldier, was so
smitten with Napoleon that he adopted him into his family. He
followed his lover into French service and became a soldier in
Napoleon's army. He was wounded and taken prisoner in Russia in
1812. He remained in prison for four years (1812-1816) without
being charged with any crime. Napoleon, unaware of Pellico's
affection, allowed him to come and go as he pleased. He also
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allowed Pellico to buy a fine watch and get certain books from the
local library. Pellico was allowed to receive packages which he
could then trade in for food. But Napoleon's Chief of Staff, Marshal
Berthier, had his own plans. He was a villain who was appointed to
his post to carry out Napoleon's purposes. Pellico wrote a book
about his life in prison that was published in 1820. It sold very
well. This book became a best seller and Pellico became a
celebrity. Berthier determined to silence him. Pellico was actually
turned over to General Savary, another member of Napoleon's
army, who sentenced him to death. Pellico was then sent to the
French island of 6d1f23a050
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