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opened in 2016. Many of these projects have also attracted investors—a total of $4.4 billion to date has been poured into the
area, according to the city of Seattle. The program, dubbed “Betterplace” by its developer, includes 721 condos and

townhomes, 104 hotel units, and 1,743 rental apartments. Of those, 569 have been approved. Another 803 units are set to be
built on two office towers, 181 hotel rooms, 431 apartments, and 216 condos with the potential to house 14,923 residents.
There are still a number of applications submitted, but Llinas says he is optimistic that everyone will be approved. “We’re
about a year into the process. It’s still early in the season, but the projects seem to be on track to be built by the end of the
year,” he says. “The work is going really well. I’ve worked a lot on the east side, but it’s a great neighborhood. I can see it

taking off as the city plans more urban development.” And while Betterplace may get a lot of attention, the city of Seattle is
still on the lookout for more development. “We’re building out neighborhoods throughout the city. We’re going to be looking
to continue to develop the city,” says Kate McMillan, Seattle’s director of planning and development. “We’re working across
the street on a proposal for a big, mixed-use development with about four-and-a-half million square feet of office, hotel and

residential space. That’s a big
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